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Environmental Polling Consortium Overview
The Environmental Polling Consortium (EPC) is the central hub for the environmental movement to 
coordinate, share, and execute public opinion research in order to shift attitudes and advance our shared 
advocacy goals.

By collecting, distributing, and interpreting public opinion research about environmental issues, we work to 
make this research more accessible and to democratize data across the environmental movement. Learn 
more at environmentalpollingconsortium.org. 

What We Offer

Weekly email roundups
Resource + polling library
Poll briefings + webinars 

Summary memos + decks
Original research

Consultations 
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Today’s Agenda

Introduction & Overview of Water Attitudes
David Gold & Leah Zamesnik, Environmental Polling Consortium

Polling on Resilience, Infrastructure and Drinking Water
Sarah Bucci & Nicole Lampe, The Water Hub

Water Messages That Work
Sinjin Eberle, American Rivers Action Fund

Followed by Q&A
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● If you have any questions during the presentations, please put them in the 
Q&A. We’ll have time at the end to discuss them. 

● This webinar is being recorded. The recording and slide decks will be 
shared in a follow-up email. 

● This briefing includes data from public polls as well as 501(c)(3) and 
501(c)(4) polling. Attendees should only use the data that is shared here in 
ways that are consistent with your organization’s guidelines.

About this Briefing
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Water Attitudes: Overview

● Clean water consistently ranks as Americans’ number one 
environmental priority. This means that we can raise the salience of 
many environmental threats by connecting them to water pollution.

● Polling (and message testing) allow us to identify specific frames and 
language choices that make messages about water resonate even 
more.

● Additionally, public opinion research helps us identify key audiences 
that our messages about water are most likely to influence and 
mobilize. This includes audiences that care about clean water but are not 
moved by messaging on other environmental topics (e.g., climate 
skeptics.)

Why the Polling on Water Matters & How to Use It



Clean drinking water consistently ranks as Americans’ top environmental 
priority

Source: Gallup, March 2024  

Water Attitudes: Overview

https://news.gallup.com/poll/643850/seven-key-gallup-findings-environment-earth-day.aspx
https://www.foxnews.com/elections/2024/general-results/voter-analysis


Water pollution is a particularly acute concern among Black and Hispanic 
Americans, majorities of whom worry “a great deal” about it

Source: Gallup, May 2023  

Water Attitudes: Overview

https://news.gallup.com/poll/505532/black-hispanic-adults-worried-tainted-water.aspx#:~:text=In%20response%20to%20Gallup's%20annual,48%25)%20of%20White%20adults.
https://www.foxnews.com/elections/2024/general-results/voter-analysis


Water is also a highly salient issue in the West, where concerns about 
water availability have surged in recent years

Water Attitudes: Overview

Source: Colorado College Conservation in the West Poll, 2020-2025
(AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, UT, & WY)

https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2025.html


In the 2024 election, 
the Biden-Harris 
administration’s actions 
to clean up drinking 
water ranked as VP 
Harris’s most popular 
environmental 
accomplishment 

Water Attitudes: Overview

Source: Climate Power + Data for Progress, July 2024  

https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2024/8/5/harris-has-significant-edge-over-trump-on-climate-and-energy-issues
https://www.foxnews.com/elections/2024/general-results/voter-analysis


We recently found 
that contaminated 
drinking water 
also ranked 
among voters’ 
greatest 
environmental 
concerns about 
federal funding 
cuts

Water Attitudes: Overview

Source: EPC + Combined Defense 3.0, Mar. 2025



Thank You


