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About Embold Research

Fast. Accurate. Affordable.

Embold Research helps leaders better understand Americans’ wants and needs. We have a fresh take on
public opinion measurement. Our team brings expertise in methodological innovation, research design,
public opinion, and strategic consulting. Embold is the nonpartisan business unit of Change Research and
launched in 2021.

All of our surveys are completed online. We recruit fresh participants for every survey using targeted
advertisements on website and social media platforms, text messaging, and selective online panels.

In addition to custom polling, we offer:
«  Magnify Al targeting (custom modeling)
«  Voices qualitative research (in-depth interviews and text-based chats)
«  ReSpark Renewable energy project viability and tracking (standardized and cost-effective polling)



Nationwide Trends

from Embold Compass Polls



Over the last year and a half, support for building data centers in
the US has declined from 65% to 26% (from 2 in 3 voters to1in 4)

Voters are consistently less supportive of building near where they live

EMBOLDresearch

Data centers are large facilities that house computer servers used to store information,
process data, and power technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI). Do you support or
oppose data centers being built in the following areas?

— Acrossthe U.S. — Inyourlocal area - On a property near yours
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Reurobensabovenepresentstmnglylsamenhaksupporl Data from Embold Compass Polls of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



Most voters oppose data centers regardless of location

Majorities among all political affiliations oppose data centers everywhere,
though Republican opposition is lower

EMBOLDresearch

Data centers are large facilities that house computer servers used to store information,
process data, and power technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI). Do you support or
oppose data centers being built in the following areas?
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



Voters are 3 times as likely to consider limiting data centers a
priority, versus building more

About1in 8 voters rank limiting data centers in their community as a top 3
political issue, with broad agreement across parties

EMBOLDresearch

Which of the following issues are most important to you politically? You can choose
THREE.

Total Democrat Independent  Republican
Limiting the building of data centers in

my community
Building more data centers in the US

These issues rank 20th and 26th out of 26
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



Most voters are hearing a lot about data centers right now

EMBOl.Dresearch

How much have you seen, heard, or read about data centers in the last few weeks?

@ Alot @Some  Verylittle ¢ Nothingatall @ Not sure

Total B8 33 8 4 |
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Independent B, 23 9 8 I
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



6 in 10 voters in the South Atlantic region are hearing a lot,
versus fewer than half in the Mountain region

EMBOLDresearch
How much have you seen, heard, or read about data centers in the last few weeks?
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



Nearly half of voters, and 7 in 10 Independents, trust neither
party to handle data center development

EMBOLDresearch

Do you trust the Democrats or Republicans more to handle data center development?

@ Trust Democrats more @ Trust Republicans more @ Trustboth equally @ Trustneither ¢ Not sure
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



2 in 3 voters are less likely to support pro-data center candidates

This includes 3 in 4 Independents and more than 8 in 10 Democrats
EMBOLDresearch

Would you be more or less likely to support a candidate who supported data centers being
built in your area, or would it make no difference to you?

@ Much more likely to support @ Somewhat more likely to support @ Makes no difference = Somewhat
less likely to support ¢ Much less likely to support « Not sure

TOTAL TOTAL

MORE LESS

Total 18 49 5 7 67
Democrat 19 63 4 3 82

Independent 18 57 9 4 74

13
Republican [[RRVARE:Y! 16 32 5 13 48
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



Nearly 2 in 3 voters support a moratorium on new data

centers in their area
This includes majorities of all political affiliations, and more than 3 in 4 Democrats

EMBOLDresearch

Some people have proposed a data center moratorium, a temporary legal pause on
building or expanding large computer server hubs. Would you support or oppose a data

center moratorium in your area?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support =~ Somewhat oppose ¢« Strongly oppose @ Not sure

TOTAL TOTAL
SUPPORT OPPOSE
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide




A small majority of moratorium supporters say it should be
temporary, but nearly half prefer that it be permanent

EMBOLDrescearch

Even if neither is exactly right, which of the following statements comes closest to your
opinion?

Total Democrat Independent Republican
A moratorium should be a temporary tool

before deciding how to move forward.

A moratorium should be used to stop data _
center development in our area for good. i
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Data from a September 2026 Embold Compass Poll of ~2000 registered voters nationwide



May 2026

Heatmap News poll
Registered voters nationwide



A majority of voters place a lot of blame on new data center
construction for rising electricity costs

Republicans are less likely to do so, but more than 4 in 10 share this view

EMBOLDresearch

Electricity costs are rising in many areas. How much, if at all, do you blame "the
construction of new data centers" for the increase?

@ Alot @Alittle ¢ Notatall
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Data from a May 2026 Heatmap News Poll of ~4000 registered voters nationwide



Data centers powering services and increasing local tax

revenue are the top perceived benefits
Republicans also see beating China in the Al race as a top benefit

EMBOLDresearch

Below are some benefits others have raised about data centers. Which do you find most convincing as reasons to support
data centers in your area? Please choose up to THREE.

Total Republican

Data centers power the services Americans use daily,
including streaming, GPS, social media, and online g
banking.
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Data centers can increase local tax revenue that
supports schools and emergency services.
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Data center revenue can help keep property taxes low.

Data centers create high-paying construction and
operations jobs.
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Many data centers are powered by renewable energy.

Data centers can help fund improvements to sewer
systems and the power grid.
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Data centers are necessary for America to win the

artificial intelligence race against China. L L
Data centers are essential infrastructure for modern 1 2
businesses, startups, and government services.
Data centers will enable the building of artificial 11
intelligence.

Data from a May 2026 Heatmap News Poll of ~4000 registered voters nationwide



Electricity and water consumption are top concerns locally

For Dems, environmental impact is the top issue, while Republicans care

disproportionately about land use

EMBOLD:research

Below are some concerns others have raised about data centers. Which do you find most convincing as reasons to oppose data centers in your area?

Please choose up to THREE.

Total

Data centers consume large amounts of water, which may increase
water bills.

Data centers consume large amounts of electricity, which may increase _
utility bills.

Data centers can have a large environmental impact through local air
and water pollution.

Data centers are often developed with little transparency about who is
behind them or their impact on the local community.

Data centers consume land that could be used for farmland, housing, or
Ereenispace

Data centers are often given significant tax breaks that reduce funding
for local services.

Data centers will enable the building of artificial intelligence.
Data centers do not provide many permanent local jobs.

Data centers generate heat that can contribute to warmer
temperatures in the surrounding area.

Data centers emit electromagnetic fields that need to be contained.
Data centers can be very noisy. ﬂ
Data centers are risky and might not be a safe long-term investment. E

Data center construction would be disruptive to the community.
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Data centers look bad and change the character of rural or residential .
communities.
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Almost half of voters are more supportive of data centers in
their local area if the data centers use clean energy

More than half of Democrats and about 4 in 10 Independents/ Republicans share
this view

EMBOLDresearch
Would you be more or less likely to support a data center in your local area if a substantial

portion of the power it needs was generated on site using clean energy, such as solar or
geothermal?

@ Much more likely to support @ Somewhat more likely to support @ Makes no difference = Somewhat
less likely to support ¢ Much less likely to support

TOTAL TOTAL
MORE LESS

Total ME 29 _ 4 10 47 14
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Data from a May 2026 Heatmap News Poll of ~4000 registered voters nationwide




August 2026
Deploy-Action [ Virginia Solar

Registered voters in VA



EMBOLDrescearch

How much, if anything, have you seen or heard about data centers being built in Virginia?

5%

Alittle
10%

Nearly two in three VA
voters have seen or
heard “a lot” about
data centers being
built in their state

Data from an August 2026 Deploy-Action/Virginia Solar Alliance poll of ~1000 registered voters in Virginia



A large majority oppose data centers being built in Virginia,
including 64% who “strongly oppose” one in their local area

Opposition to data centers both locally and across VA spans the political
spectrum, with maijorities of all affiliations opposed

EMBOLDresearch

Data centers are large facilities that house computer servers used to store information,

process data, and power technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI). Do you support or
oppose data centers being built in the following areas?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support = Somewhat oppose ¢ Strongly oppose @ Not sure

TOTAL TOTAL
SUPPORT OPPOSE
Across the United States o2 21 37 B 34 59
InVirginia [AREE sol = 69
In your local area 13 64 I 17 77
,g 0 50 100

Data from an August 2026 Deploy-Action/Virginia Solar Alliance poll of ~1000 registered voters in Virginia



Nine in ten voters support requiring data centers to pay the full
cost of new energy infrastructure

Voters also support requiring them to generate their own power, including 82%
who support requiring this energy to be renewable

EMBOLDresearch

Data centers are driving a lot of Virginia's growing demand for electricity. Some have proposed requirements for data
center developers to help manage the costs and impacts on nearby communities. Would you support or oppose each of
the following requirements?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support = Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose @ Not sure

Requiring data centers to pay the full cost of new energy infrastructure built to serve them sﬁggﬁlﬁ Jg,l;,ASLE

5 ;

Requiring data centers to generate some of their own power rather than adding to the demand on Virginia's existing electric grid

68 18 3 4 86 7

Requiring data centers to generate their own power using renewable energy sources

64 18 s E 82 8

Requiring data center developers to fund improvements that lower nearby residents' electricity bills by 20% or more, which may include paying
for rooftop solar panels or batteries in individual homes and apartments dwellings

% 53 23 6 6 76 12

Data from an August 2026 Deploy-Action/Virginia Solar Alliance poll of ~1000 registered voters in Virginia



Seven in ten (71%) voters support mandating off-grid data centers
to use renewable energy sources for their energy needs

EMBOLDresearch

A growing number of data centers are building their own power sources, often using fossil
fuels like natural gas, instead of relying on the shared electric grid. Would you support or
oppose requiring these data centers to use renewable energy sources, like solar and
battery storage, to power these facilities if operating off the shared electric grid?

@ Strongly support @ Somewhat support =~ Somewhat oppose ¢ Strongly oppose @ Not sure

TOTAL TOTAL
SUPPORT OPPOSE
Total S 71 16
Democrat S8 85 6
Independent ¥ 70 9
Republican [&f8) 56 29
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Data from an August 2026 Deploy-Action/Virginia Solar Alliance poll of ~1000 registered voters in Virginia
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