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Climate Change in the American Mind

(CCAM)

CLIMATE CHANGE
IN THE AMERICAN MIND

= National twice-yearly survey

* Joint project of YPCCC and
George Mason University 4C

Politics & Policy

* Running since 2008

" Tracks variations in Americans’
opinions about climate change
over time and by political party
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Methods

" Web-based survey

= Nationally representative sample using Ipsos Knowledge Panel (n =
1,013 U.S. adults, including 890 registered voters)

= Probability sampling

= Average margin of error + / - 3 percentage points at 95%
confidence interval

= Data collected December 11-22, 2024
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Key findings
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Five facts, ten words

I
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4 Scientists agree
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Do you think global warming is happening?
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It’s us

Most Americans think global warming is primarily human-caused
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Assuming global warming is happening, do you think itis . ..
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% of Adults in the U.S.
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% worried about global warming

B % somewhat worried
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How worried are you about global warming?
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Scientists agree

Most Americans understand that most scientists think GWV is happening

100%

% understand scientific consensus on global warming

@® % say most scientists think
global warming is happening
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What comes closest to your own view?
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There’s hope (...right?)
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The key takeaway:

Americans’ basic beliefs about global warming

did not drastically change after the election
. -
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Global Warming’s Six Americas, Fall 2024

Alarmed Concerned Cautious Disengaged Doubtful Dismissive
© o ©@ O
< >
Highest Belief in Global Warming Lowest Belief in Global Warming
Most Concerned Least Concerned
Most Motivated Least Motivated

Global Warming’s Six Americas, December 11-22, 2024

Base: 1,013 U.S. adults

Source: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication;

George Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication
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Changes in the Six Americas, 2014-2024

100%
Alarmed +11 pts
Concerned -4 pts
50%
Cautious -5 pts
Disengaged -1 pts
Doubtful ~0 pts
Dismissive -1 pt
0%

2014 2024
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However, partisan divides on global warming

remain strong

% think global warming should be a priority for president and Congress
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Do you think the following should be a low, medium, high, or very high priority for the president and Congress? [Global
warming]
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Data guidance for messaging
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Many pro-climate policies still have

bipartisan support

% support climate-friendly policies

Provide federal funding to help farmers improve farming 78 88 88 94 96
practices to protect and restore the soil so it absorbs and [ |
stores more carbon
Fund more research into renewable energy sources, such as %0 62 7 93 98 % “‘st | t”’
Slar and wind bowe [ | <o —+ Ao o Strongly support or

o " . “somewhat support”
Set strict limits on methane emissions from oil and gas m

production @ Liberal Democrats
Regulate carbon dioxide (the primary greenhouse gas) as a
pollutant @ Mod/Con Democrats

rovide tax credits or rebates 1o encourage people 10 buy i .
A A o + All registered voters

Fund more research on global warming and climate change by . Lib/Mod Republicans
federal agencies such as NASA, NOAA, and the EPA
Require fossil fuel companies to pay a carbon tax and use 31 54 67 86 94
the money to reduce other taxes (such as income tax) by an [ | ¢ —|— A

equal amount
Transition the U.S. economy (incl. electric utilities, 27 42 63 88 94

transportation, buildings, industry) from fossil fuels to [ | ¢ —|— A
100% clean energy by 2050

28 42 58 70 91
Provide tax rebates for people who purchase electric
vehicles u ¢ + A ®

0% 50% 100%

@ Conservative Republicans

How much do you support or oppose the following policies?
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Most Americans think global warming is

affecting heat, wildfires, droughts, and floods

% think global warming is affecting environmental problems
Extreme heat M % A lot

o,
M % Some
B % A little
% Not at all

Air pollution

[l % Don’t know

Water shortages

Tornados 15
Water pollution 17
Electricity power outages 20 26 16
Agriuitural pests and ciscases |ECE S

0% 50% 100%
How much do you think global warming is affecting the following in the United States?

Fall 2024
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A growing number of Americans understand

climate change is impacting our health

% think global warming will make health issues more common
14 32 45
‘ = o, [ 13
% ‘“‘somewhat more” or
“much more”

Heat stroke caused by extreme heat waves

Asthma and/or other lung diseases
2014

including from smoke

inhalation)
® 2020

Bodily harm from wildfires (

Bodily harm from severe storms and/or hurricanes
11 39
Hunger or malnutrition because food is too expensive u
1 19 38
Severe anxiety < ]
12 29 38
Diseases carried by insects ¢ n . 2024
12 20 37
Depression L 2 |
lliness caused by f ini 12 26 35
y food and/or water containing harmful e =
bacteria or viruses 14 34
Cancer |
10 26 32

Bodily harm from flooding
0%
Do you think each of the following will become more or less common in your

community over the next 10 years as a result of global warming if nothing
is done to address it? If you're not sure, please provide your best

50% 100%

estimate.
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Summary

Most Americans still agree with most of the five key facts

. I1t’s us
:] I1t’s bad

5 \ There’s hope
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Thank you!

Research Partners:

Questions and comments:

CIimateChange@yale.edu GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
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