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Guidance & funding support from:

Introduction Environmental Issue Research
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NRDC & NRDC Action Fund



Sample size (n=10,715) & details:

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey

Demographics State PrioritiesNational Sample

Weighted to demographics Weighted oversample for:

African Americans
Hispanic Populations

Weighted oversample for states 
prioritized in recent elections:

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Arizona, Texas, Florida
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"Climate Change" is typically the only environmental issue in priorities research

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey

Abortion Choice Campaign
Finance

Reducing
Gun Violence Healthcare Immigration

Economic
InequalityDrug AddictionCOVID

Police Reform

Economy,
Jobs, Inflation

LGBTQ Rights

National Security SS, Medicare
Addressing

Crime
Racial

Inequality
Size of Govt,

Debt
Veterans
& Troops

Lowering
Taxes

Protecting
Voting Rights

Election
Security
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More Affordable

Making
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Foreign
Policy

Climate
Change
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But many organizations have environmental missions or campaigns beyond climate

Public Lands

Wildlife

Drinking Water

Clean Energy Climate ChangeEnvironmental 
Justice



Expanded priorities to included more environmental issues

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey
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Air Quality Climate Change Clean Energy

Environmental 
Justice

Food Systems Oceans

Public Lands

Extreme Weather

Waterways Wildlife

Drinking Water



Issue Priority Survey

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey
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Issue Priority Survey

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey
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Where does my issue rank?

What do audiences prioritize ahead of my 
issue? (e.g. economy, healthcare)



Who prioritizes my 
environmental issue?

(e.g. what is the audience profile 
of a 'Clean Energy' prioritizer?)

Issue Priority Survey

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey
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Where does my issue rank?

What do audiences prioritize ahead of my 
issue? (e.g. economy, healthcare)

Prioritizes 'Clean Energy'



Who prioritizes my 
environmental issue?

(e.g. what is the audience profile 
of a 'Clean Energy' prioritizer?)

Issue Priority Survey

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey

11

Where does my issue rank?

What do audiences prioritize ahead of my 
issue? (e.g. economy, healthcare)

Prioritizes 'Clean Energy'

What other issues do my issue 
prioritizers also prioritize?

(e.g. among 'clean energy' 
supporters, what are their other 
priorities?)



Who prioritizes my 
environmental issue?

(e.g. what is the audience profile 
of a 'Clean Energy' prioritizer?)

Issue Priority Survey

Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey
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Where does my issue rank?

What do audiences prioritize ahead of my 
issue? (e.g. economy, healthcare)

Prioritizes 'Clean Energy'

What other issues do my issue 
prioritizers also prioritize?

(e.g. among 'clean energy' 
supporters, what are their other 
priorities?) What aspect of my issue 

resonates most with different 
audiences? 

(e.g. for 'drinking water' is lead, 
PFAs, or access effective?)
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Survey research was conducted on environmental priorities

Air Quality Climate Change Clean Energy

Environmental 
Justice

Food Systems Oceans

Public Lands

Extreme Weather

Waterways

Persona profiles were generated

Wildlife

Drinking Water

Two types:
1. Environmental Issue Personas   
    Who prioritizes Clean Energy?

2. Audience Snapshots
    How do Rural audiences view 
    environmental issues?
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Two types of persona reports; see all here

Environmental Issue Research Q1 Update: Innovation Hub

Environmental Issue Personas
(e.g. Who prioritizes Clean Energy?)

Audience Snapshots
(e.g. What do Rural audiences prioritize?)

https://partnershipproject.org/environmental-priority-survey/
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…across channels…across teams
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These insights guide strategy…

Membership Advocacy

Fundraising Persuasion

Digital Platforms 
(e.g. Facebook)

SMSEmail

Offline Platforms (e.g. 
TV, Direct Mail)



Survey Details Environmental Issue Priority Survey

Audience Targeting 
& Segmentation
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These insights guide…

Creative 
Development

Development of 
Targeting Models



Environmental Issue Research

Next Steps: Targeting Scores



Environmental Issues Survey: opportunity sizing

Environmental Issue Targeting ModelsThe Case for Expanding the Environmental Movement Toolbox

Issue
Climate Change 88MM - -

Any Other Issue 224 MM 38% 139 MM

Clean Air 86 MM 27% 63 MM

Clean Energy 68 MM 69% 21 MM

Drinking Water 132 MM 35% 86 MM

Env. Justice 72 MM 66% 24 MM

Ex Weather 39 MM 67% 13 MM

Food Systems 79 MM 35% 51 MM

Oceans 43 MM 55% 19 MM

Public Lands 35 MM 45% 20 MM

Waterways 57 MM 51% 28 MM

Wildlife 60 MM 47% 32 MM
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Wildlife

Addressing 
Climate 
Change

Drinking 
Water

Air Quality

Env. Justice

Public Lands

Food 
Systems

Oceans

Waterways

US Adults
that do not prioritize
Climate Change

US Adults
with issue in 
Top 10

% that 
prioritize 
Climate Ch.
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Expanding beyond targeting based only on 'Climate' or general 'Environment' interest

Climate or Environment 
Interest Targeting
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Matching the right environmental issue message and mission with the right person

Specific Public Land
Model Targeting

Climate or Environment
Model Targeting
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Environmental issue expansion:

Introduction Environmental Issue Research

Legacy model: Environmental Issue Models

Air 
Quality

Clean 
Energy

Drinking 
Water

Oceans
Public Lands 
& Waterways Wildlife

Addressing Climate Change



What a 'model' means in this context
A score (0 to 100) assigned to every person in a database (e.g. membership list or the 
voter file) identifying how likely they are to prioritize an issue (e.g. Drinking Water) 

0
100

means the person is less likely 
to prioritize Drinking Water 

means the person is very likely 
to prioritize Drinking Water 



What an environmental issue 'model' score means in this context:
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Drinking Water WildlifeClean Energy
Public Lands & 

Waterways

Introduction Environmental Issue Research

90 70 40 30

40 30 70 90

75 75 10 10

Reaching the right person with the right message

People who score high for a particular issue are best 
suited to receive messages about that issue because they 
are the most likely to respond and prioritize that issue
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Environmental Issue Priority Survey

thanks.


